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Jury awards firefighters $1 million in hias suit

By John Shiffman

INGULHER STAFF WHITER
A federal jury vestorday aaaed-
ed 31 million in damages o mwo
black depaty fne choefs in Cam-
den after finding that they hac
experienced decades of racial dis-

crimination snd retaliation
Kevin Hailey and Terrance
Crowder sued in 2001, alleging
that city Fire Department afficials
viglated their First Amendment
rghts by retaliating agsinst them

For public cosaments cratical of se-
ndor city officials and department
policies. The plainnffs also said
they were subjected to a hostle
work environment and racial dis-
crirmanateon. They siad that, saleby
based on teelr race, they wens
wrongly disciplined and :lenled
promctions,

The eight-person jury, sitting
before U5, Magistrate Judge
Joid Bosen, rendered the verdict
after three days of delberations.

"“We found that there woere
eEregions racial practices in the
Fire Department,” said jucy
foreman Robson Ehioba, who
lives in Mount Laurel

Hailey, 44, and Crowder, 42,
were battabion chiefs when they
gued. In 2003, they were moved
up 1o deputy chiefs, among the
highest-ranking posts,

The jury awarded Hailey
170000 in compensatory dam-
agres and $300.000 in punitive

damages, Crowder was sowarnd-
ed 5206000 0 cOmpensabory
damages and 350,000 in puni
tive damages.

Lewis Wilson, the Camden
city attomey, said, “"We respect-
fully disagree with the jury's
verdict and fully expect 1o ap
peal the deciskon.”
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